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PREFACE. 


The  corfipUer  of  the  Tract,  entitled,  "The  Practicability,  Safety,  and 
Advantages,  of  Negro  Emancipation,"  cannot  give  a  better  reason  for 
the  publication  of  this,  than  he  assigned  there,  viz.  That  the  public 
mind  appearing  to  be  at  the  present  juncture  rapidly  preparing  for  the 
adoption  of  prompt  and  vigorous  measures  for  effecting  the  entire  Abo- 
lition of  Slavery,  in  our  West  India  Colonies,  he  would  gladly  con- 
tribute his  mite  to  promote  the  accomplishment  of  a  work  so  imperatively 
required  by  the  sympathies  of  our  common  nature — the  welfare  of  our 
beloved  country — and  the  precepts  of  our  holy  religion.  Whether  this 
humble  attempt  (Extracts  from  the  "Negro's  Memorial  or  Abolitionist's 
Catechism."  Hatchard&Co.  1825,)  to  diffuse  more  widely  the  knowledge 
of  this  enormous  evU,  and  to  arouse  to  increased  exertion  for  the  ex- 
tinction of  it,  may,  or  may  not,  be  conducive  to  such  an  accomplish- 
ment, is  not  in  his  province  to  determine,  enough  for  him  to  have 
"  endeavored  well,"  and  to  repose  in  the  conviction  and  the  feeling 
so   beautifully  expressed  by  our  moral  poet : — 

" All  is  in  his  hand  whose  praise  I  seek. 


Whose  frown  can  disappoint  the  proudest  work. 
Whose  approbation  prosper  even  min«." 


MEMORIAL,  &c. 


Q.  What   are  the  names  of  the  British   West-India 
colonies,  where  the  system  of  slavery  at  present  exists? 

A.  Antigua,  Barbadoes,  the  Bahamas,  Berbice,  Bermuda,  Demerara, 
Dominica,  Grenada,  Jamaica,  Montserrat,  Nevis,  St.  Christopher,  St. 
Lucia,  St.  Vincent,  Tobago,  Trinidad,  and  the  Virgin  Islands. 

Q.  What  is  the  amonnt  of  the  slave  population  of  these 

Colonies  accordino^  to  the  latest  returns? 

A.  Between  the  years  1820  and  1822,  it  was  as  follows,  according 

to  returns  on  the  table  of  the  House  of  Commons  :  (Papers,  Sess.  1824, 

No.  424.) 

Males.  Females,  Total. 

Antigua 14,454  1 6,53 1  30.985 

Barbadoes    36,733  41,612  •      78,345 

Bahamas 5,529  5,279  10,808 

Berbice    13,007  10.349  «     23,356 

Bermuda 2.505  2.671  5,176 

Demerara    43.227  34.149  77.376 

Dominica     7.919  8.635  16,554 

Grenada 12,355  13.231  25,586 

Jamaica 170.466  171,916  342.382 

Montserrat 3,032  3,473  6,505 

Nevis 4.583  4.678  9,261 

St.  Christopher  . . 9,505  10,312  19,817 

St.  Lucia     6,297  7,497  13,794 

St.  Vincent 12,007  12.245  24,252 

Tobago    6,952  7,363  14.315 

Trinidad 13,155  10,382  23,537 

Virgin  Islands     2,975  3,485  6,460 

364,701  363.808  728,509 

Q.  Does  the  slave  population  of  the  British  West-Indies 
increase  under  the  present  system  ? 

A.  No:  since  the  abolition  of  the  Slave-trade,  it  has  considerably 
decreased.  The  following  is  a  comparative  statement  of  the  years  1817 
1820,  taken  from  the  same  returns ; 


1817.                    18'J0.                  Decrease.  Inrrotise 

Antin^ua 32.'2G9              30.985  1.'284  — 

Barbiuluca 77.493              78.345  —  852 

The  Buhamns   . .  No  uccount  for  1817. 

Bcrbicf '24,549              23.350*  1,193  — 

Bermuda    No  account  for  1817. 

Dcmerani 77.8G7              77,37G  491  — 

Dominica 17.959               1G.554  1,405  — 

Grenada    28,029              26.899  1.130  — 

Jamaica     34G.150            342.382  3,7G8  — 

Montscrrat     G.GIO                6.505  105  — 

Nevis 9.602                9.261  341  — 

St.  Christopher. .  20.137              19.817  320  — 

St.  Lucia 15,039              13,794  1,245  — 

St.  Vincent  ... .  25.218              24,252  9GG  — 

Tobago 15,470              14,581  889  — 

Trinidad    25,544              23,537  2,007  — 

Virgin  Islands  . .  6,899                6.4G0  339  — 

Uecrease  15,483        Inc.  852 


Q.  What  is  the  actual  treatment  of  the  slaves   in  the 

West-Indies  ? 

A.  As  there  has  been  much  dispute  and  very  contradictory  testimony 
given  qn  this  subject,  it  may  be  proper  to  revert  to  the  facts  established 
in  evidence  before  Parliament  in  the  years  17  89,  1790,  and  1791,  from 
which  the  following  particulars  respecting  the  treatment  of  West 
Indian  slaves,  may  be  collected.  It  Avas  proved  that  the  field  slaves, 
both  male  and  fCmale,  aje  called  out  to  labor  at  day-light,  by  the  blow- 
ing of  a  large  shell ;  and  if  they  do  not  aj)})ear  at  the  appointed  time, 
are  instantly  flogged,  in  a  mode  most  oft'ensive  to  humanity  as  well  as 
decency,  and  which  is  peculiar  to  the  West  Indies.  When  put  to  their 
work,  thev  perform  it  ranged  in  rows,  under  the  impulse  of  the  driver's 
lash ;  each  gang  of  slaves  having  one  or  more  drivers  attached  to  it. 
By  these  means,  the  weak  and  infirm  are  compelled  to  keep  pace  with 
those  who  are  stronger.  Such  is  the  course  of  slave  labor  from  sun- 
rise to  sun-set,  during  the  most  leisure  part  of  the  year,  with  interv-als 
of  about  two  hours  and  a  half  in  each  day ;  which  permitted  intervals 
of  labor  are  employed  in  gathering  grass,  and  should  the  slaves,  in  the 
judgment  of  the  overseer,  not  collect  a  sufficient  quantity,  they  are 
again  subjected  to  the  lash.  The  females  rarely  experience  any  indul- 
gence in  consideration  of  their  sex.  They  are  employed  with  the  men, 
in  ranks,  at  holeing ;  with  them,  they  are  subject  to  the  driver's  lash, 
and  sometimes  till  they  are  within  a  few  hours  of  child-bearing.  They 
are  even  subject  to  be  whipped,  as  a  more  formal  punishment,  when 
very  far  gone  in  pregnancy.  Some  instances  of  atrocious  cruelty  in  the 
punishment  of  pregnant  female  slaves  are  described,  whicli  terminated 
in  the  death  of  the  sufl'erers ;  the  details  of  which  are  too  revolting  to 
be  given   in   this   place.      Several  witnesses   declared,   that  the  slave 


mothers  work  under  the  lash,  with  their  infants  upon  their  backs.  In 
that  part  of  the  year,  which  is  usually  called  the  crop-season,  the 
course  of  labor  to  which  the  slaves  are  subjected  is  represented  as  great- 
ly increased  in'  severity :  they  then  work  eighteen  hours  out  of  the 
twenty-four.  Their  usual  periods  of  relaxation  are  Saturday  afternoon 
and  Sunday,  or  Sunday  only ;  and,  on  some  estates,  only  a  part  of 
Sunday.  Even  in  that  short  space  they  tend  their  own  provision 
grounds.  Their  clothes  and  their  houses,  (both  scarcely  deserving  the 
name)  and  their  food,  described  as  in  general  very  bad,  depend  altoge- 
ther upon  the  will  of  the  overseers,  or  attomies,  whose  chief  object  it 
is  to  extract  as  much  profit  out  of  the  slaves  as  possible  ;  the  slaves 
having  very  little  or  no  time  to  do  any  thing  whereby  they  may  obtain 
property  for  themselves.  The  condition  of  in-door  slaves  is  described 
as  not  materially  better  than  that  of  field  slaves ;  the  former,  as  well 
as  the  latter,  depending  on  the  hourly  caprice  of  their  owners,  even 
for  an  exemption  from  the  lash ;  to  which,  in  general,  they  are  sub- 
jected as  frequently,'  if  not  more  so,  than  field  slaves  ;  and  suffer,  dur- 
ing the  paroxysms  of  passion,  into  which  their  owners  not  unfrequently 
fall,  the  most  cruel  punishments,  without  warning  and  without  redress. 
The  regular  or  formal  punishments  of  slaves  are  represented  as  in  fact 
depending  almost  entirely  on  the  discretion  of  the  manager,  or  imme- 
diate agent  of  the  estate ;  and  as  being  equally  cruel  and  offensive  to 
decency.  What  is  called  a  fogging,  is  described  as  leaving  the  body 
mangled  and  disfigured,  from  the  small  of  the  back  to  the  knees.  The 
instrument  with  which  this  punishment  is  [inflicted,  is  described  as  a 
cart  whip,  with  a  plaited  thong,  or  lash  of  cow's  skin,  capable  of 
deeply  imprinting  its  lash  upon  a  deal  board.  The  younger  and  elder 
females  are  subjected  to  it,  equally  with  those  in  middle  life,  and  with 
the  males.  The  younger  women  are  also  represented  as  being  frequently 
compelled  to  prostitute  themselves,  at  the  will  of  their  oMTier,  or  over- 
seers, to  whom  they  are  required  to  pay  the  wages  of  their  prostitution, 
and,  on  refusal  suffer  severe  whipping.  Many  instances  were  stated  in 
evidence  before  the  House  of  Commons,  of  cruel  and  monstrous  torture 
inflicted  upon  slaves ;  and  of  several  murders  committed>  under  the 
pretence  of  pimishment.  It  was  also  stated,  that  white  or  Creole 
women  had  been  sometimes  known  to  take  part  in  directing  and  per- 
sonally superintending  the  punishments  of  both  their  male  and  female 
slaves. 

Q.  But  has  not  the  treatment  of  West-Indian  slaves 
greatly  improved  [since  the  period  referred  to  in  this 
evidence  ? 

A.  It  has  been  so  stated  by  the  advocates  of  slavery ;  but  that  any  mate- 
rial improvement  has  taken  place,  is,  on  the  other  hand  denied  :  and  upon 
the  facts  which  have  been  elicited,  the  question  may  certainly  be  ans- 
w^ered  with  more  truth  in  the  negative  than  in  the  affirmative.  On  the  one 
part  it  is  contended,  that  the  slaves  are,  in  most  plantations,  better  fed  and 
clothed  than  they  formerly  were  :  and  that  in  some  instances,  moral 
improvement  has  been  promoted  by  the  owners  of  the  slaves  :  but  on 
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tlie  other  side,  it  id  contended,  and  there  is  too  much  reason  to  helieve 
Avith  truth,  that,  in  genenil,  moral  imi)roveroent  has  not  hcen  promoted, 
but  prevented  ;  and  that  the  treatment  the  shives  continue  to  experi- 
ence, is  little  less  ojipressive  than  it  formerly  was.  It  is  indisputable 
that  the  whip  continues  to  be  used  as  a  stimulus  to  labor  in  the  field, 
juul  that  the  phuiters  of  several  islands  have  not  only  refused  to  relin- 
quish this  use  of  it,  but  that  they  also  tenaciously  retain  it,  as  a  mode 
of  punishment  /or  the  negro  women. 

Q.  Has  no  improvement   in  the    condition    of  West- 
Indian  slaves  been  effected  ? 

A.  The  chief,  and  perhaps  only  improvement  which  has  been  effected 
in  the  condition  of  the  slaves,  h.is  been  accomplished  by  the  agency  of 
christian  missionaries,  who  have  at  least  taught  the  slaves  a  rule  and 
motive  of  obedience  to  their  cruel  and  unjust  masters,  which  was  till 
then  unknown  to  them. 

Q.  How  is  it  possible  to  ascertain  the  real  condition  of 

West-Indian  Slaves  ? 

A.  Perhaps  the  truest  test  of  thereat  condition  of  West-Indian  slaves 
is  the  fact,  (proved  by  the  table  we  have  quoted  in  the  fourth  page,) 
namely,  tliat  under  the  j)reseut  system,  with  all  its  alleged  improve- 
ments, the  slaves  do  not  keep  up  the  population  of  the  colonies, 
but  waste  away;  and  thus  without  a  change  of  system,  or  foreign 
supplies,  will  in  a  course  of  years,  become  extinct. 

Q.  How  is  Slavery  Antichristian  ? 

A.  By  permitting,  and  encouraging  those  who  take  an  active  part  in 
its  administration  habitually  to  do  to  others  as  they  would  not  that  men 
should  do  unto  them. 

Q.   Is  this  its  only  Antichristian  feature? 

A.  No :  It  not  only  favours  injustice,  but  also  cruelty  and  licentious- 
ness, which  are  opposed  to  the  Christian  virtues,  mercy  and  purity. 

Q.  Has   it   any  particularly  prejudicial  effect  on   the 
morals  of  Englishmen  as  such  ? 
A.  It  has. 

Q.  How  does  it  affect  the  morals  of  Englishmen  in 
particular  ? 

A.  It  is  so  unfavourable  to  those  principles  of  liberty,  both  personal 
and  national,  which  are  the  strength  and  glory  of  Britain,  that  a 
thorough-bred  West-Indian  appears  to  be  an  unsuitable  person  to  fill 
the  office  of  a  juror  on  a  question  of  liberty  or  j)ersonal  right,  his  habits 
of  thinking  and  acting,  unfitting  him  to  take  a  fair  view  of  the  subject. 

Q.  Could  not  West-Indians  understand  our  laws  as 
well  as  other  men  ? 

A.  Theoretically  they  might,  but  practically  they  would  not.  If,  for 
example,  the  question  were  respecting  a  blow  or  stripe  given  by  a  master 


to  his  servant,  the  West- Indian  would  probably  see  in  it  no  just  cause 
of  complaint ;  or  were  it  respecting  restraint  by  bonds  or  imprisonment 
imposed,  without  magisterial  warrant,  by  a  superior  on  his  inferior,  it 
might  not  be  easy  to  bring  a  jury  of  slave  proprietors  to  give  suitable 
damages  in  such  a  case,  according  to  the  laws  of  England. 

Q.  Are  not  the  colonists  good  and  loyal  subjects  ? 

A.  Their  agents  have  usually  supported  the  ministry  in  Parliament, 
and  the  government  has  tolerated  them  and  their  systems ;  but  the 
recent  treasonable  effusions  of  the  Demerara  and  other  journalists,  as 
well  as  the  insubordinate  and  contemptuous  conduct  of  several  of  the 
Houses  of  Assembly  towards  the  acts  of  the  King,  and  -towards  the  au- 
thority of  the  British  Parliament  jn  the  course  of  the  year  (1824), 
show  how  little  their  loyalty  is  to  be  relied  on,  when,  in  their  own  judg- 
ment, it  is  inconsistent  with  their  private  interests. 

Q.  How  does  the  system  of  West-Indian  slavery  affect 

the  morals  of  the  subjects  of  it  ? 

A.  It  demoralizes  them  in  various  ways  :  begetting  in  them  a  timi- 
dity inconsistent  with  manly  determination ;  a  disregard  of,  and  disin- 
clination towards  the  domestic  relations  of  life  ;  a  forgetfulnes  of  moral 
obligation ;  and  a  mean  subserviency  to  the  passions  and  lustS  of  their 
employers. 

Q.  Cannot  a  slave  have  manly  feelings  ? 

A.  Not  as  a  slave  :  patient  submission  to  the  lash,  and  manly  feelings 
are  incongruous.  If  such  feelings  arise  in  the  mind  of  a  slave,  they 
lead  him  to  resist,  and  to  endeavour  to  regain  his  liberty,  which  would 
certainly  plunge  him  into  greater  sufferings,  or  lodge  him  in  his  grave. 

Q.  May  not  a  slave  usefully  sustain  and  enjoy  domestic 
relations  ? 

A.  It  is  difficult  to  conceive  how.  he  can  in  the  West-Indies,  where 
the  rights  of  marriage  are  disregarded,  and  the  principle  of  property  in 
slaves  leads  so  frequently  to  the  separation  of  those  male  and  female 
negroes  who  are  sufficiently  domesticated  to  agree  to  live  together  and 
rear  families.  But,  above  all  things,  the  indiscriminate,  irresistible 
demands  of  the  white  male  population  on  the  female  part  of  the  black, 
oppose  an  insuperable  obstacle  to  domestic  peace  among  the  negroes. 

Q.  Is  the  rite  of  marriage  unknown  among  the  slaves? 

A.  Nearly  so :  as  appears  by  returns  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  printed  in  March  and  May  1823.  They  represent  it  as 
almost  wholly  unknown  in  Jamaica,  except  in  four  parishes,  .where  the 
Weslyan  missionaries  imite,  or  insist  on  the  union,  in  private  contract,  of 
those  males  and  females  who  are  received  into  their  societies.  Iliese 
amounted  to  3,467  in  15  years.  In  all  the  other  parishes  the  total 
number  of  marriages  was  only  109  between  the  years  1808  and  1822. 

The  following  statement  will  give  a  view  of  the  marriages  of  slaves 
in  the  other  islands  of  the  West-Indies : 
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St.  Dominica 1810  to  1821      1*2  years.  .    3 

Grenada 18Q9  to   1821      13  years.  .  — 

St.  Vincent 1808  to    1821      14  years.  . — 

Barbadoes     1808  to    1820     13  years.. — 

Antigua    1 80S  to   1820      13  years.  .19 

Tobago     1812  to  1821     10  years. . — 

Demarara 1812  to   1821      10  years.  . — 

St.  Christopher    1808  to   1821      14  years. . — 

Virgin  Islands 1819  to   1821      3  years.  . — 

Trinidad 1808  to   1821      14  years.  .    3 

Nevis    1808  to   1821      14  years.  . — 

Bahamas 1808  to   1821      14  years. .  10 

The  Rev.  W.  T.  Austen,  Minister  of  St.  George's  Chapel  in  Deme- 
rara,  observes,  "The  marriages  of  <;laves  is  a  thing  unheard  of  in  this 
colony  ;  and  I  humbly  conceive  this  holy  institution  to  be  altoegtlier  in- 
compatible with  the  state  of  slavery,  under  existing  laws  and  regu- 
lations." 

Q.  Has  not  the  contrary  of  this  been  publicly  asserted  1 

A.  Yes :  by  a  clergyman,  on  the  faith  of  his  clerical  character,  in 
"A  Voice  from  Jamaica,-"  but  his  assertions  are  abundantly  refuted  by 
the  authentic  documents  above  referred  to.* 

Q.  Why  should  slaves  be  unmindful  of  moral  obliga- 
tions? 

A.  lliey  are  taught  to  disregard  them  by  the  example  of  their  wliite 
masters  :  and  as  many  of  those  masters  do  not  provide  them  with  better 
instruction  than  their  own  example,  they  are  not  likely  to  become 
acquainted  with  any  other  rule  of  conduct.  The  following  anecdote 
will  illustrate  this  proposition  : — "Did  you  ever  know  such  rascals  }" 
one  day  observed  a  planter  to  his  friend.  "  These  slaves  have  driven 
away  six  of  my  cows  into  the  woods  and  eaten  them  there." — "  Don't 
be  surprised  at  that.  Sir,"  replied  the  friend;  "you  have  taught  them 
that  it  is  lawful  to  steal  men,  and  they  very  naturally  concluded  that  it 
cannot  be  wrong  to  steal  cows." 

Q.  Are  the  resident  planters  favourable  to  the  Christian 
instruction  of  their  slaves .'' 

A.  With  few  exceptions,  quite  otherwise.  ITieir  treatment  of  thefHfg- 
gionari)  §mitl)  loudly  answers  in  the  negative.  But  there  are  other 
evidences  of  their  hostility  to  the  religious  improvement  of  the  slaves, 
particularly  the  destruction  of  the  Methodist  chapel  at  Bridge  Town, 
Barbadoes. 

Q.  What  was  their  conduct  to  the  Missionary  Smith  ? 

A.  The  Rev.  J.  Smith  was  sent  to  Demerara  under  the  patronage  of 
the  London  Missionary  Society.  There  he  j)ublicly  jjreached  the  gos- 
pel, and   educated      slaves  on   an  estate    called  la    Resouvenir,     con- 

•  See  an  excellent  poper  on  this  ■  ubject  in  the  Times  newapaper,  of  Tuesdaj 
.Vagust  ?n,  lbI3. 


'  ducting  himself  meekly  and  unblameably  before  all  men.  Tlie  expres- 
sions of  his  grief  at  the  cruelties  which  he  was  compelled  to  witness 
were  strictly  confined  to  his  private  diary,  and  designed  for  no 
eyes  but  his  own  and  his  Creator's  His  ministry  was  public  and  effec- 
tual ;  but  some  ferment  having  arisen  among  the  slaves  on  the  island, 
this  holy  man  was  made  almost  the  first  victim  to  the  jealousy  and 
malice  of  the  planters.  He  and  his  wife  were  dragged  from  their  house 
'by  a  military  force  and  lodged  in  prison.  Tliere,  being  in  a  deep  con- 
sumption, he  pined  from  August  to  October  1823.  He  was  then 
brought  to  a  trial  before  a  military  tribunal,  illegally  constituted,  and 
by  a  process  unprecedented  for  its  contemptuous  disregard  of  all  legal 
sanctions,  convicted  of  a  treasonable  privity  with  the  designs  of  rebels. 
On  ^his  trial,  hearsay  evidence  was  received  against  Mr.  Smith,  but  not  in 
his  favour,  and  his  private  diary  was  adduced  as  evidence  to  shew  that 
he  did  not  approve  the  treatment  of  the  slaves.  He  was  therefore 
sentenced  to  be  hanged,  with  a  recommendation  to  mercy.  On  a 
reference  of  the  sentence  to  England,  his  Majesty's  pardon  was  obtained, 
on  the  condition  of  Mr,  Smith's  voluntary  departure  from  the  colony. 
But  it  did  not  arrive  at  Demerara  till  sickness  and  suffering  had  placed 
the  victim  of  persecution  out  of  the  reach  of  human  malice.  The  body 
was  buried  in  the  night,  by  order  of  the  Governor :  by  whom  the  widow 
was  prohibited  from  offering  the  last  tribute  of  mournful  affection  to  the 
memory  of  her  deceased  husband. 

Q.  Has  any  parliamentary  inquiry  taken  place  respec- 
ting these  unconstitutional  pj^oceedings? 

A.  Yes :  they  were  brought  before  the  House  of  Commons  by  Mr. 
Brougham  in  May  1824  ;  but  after  two  long  debates,  the  members  of 
the  Government  persuaded  the  House  to  drop  the  inquiry ;  and  the 
motion  of  Mr,  Brougham  for  further  inquiry  was  lost  by  the  previous 
question.  His  Majesty  has,  however,  been  pleased  to  recall  Sir  John 
Murray,  the  then  Governor  of  Demerara. 

Q.  What  was  the  conduct  of  the  parties  who  destroyed 
the  Methodist  chapel  in  Barbadpes  1 

A,  Their  own  account,  contained  in  a  placard  posted  at  Bridge-Town, 
Barbadoes,  Oct.  21,  1823,  of  wliich  the  following  is  a  copy,  will  best 
explain  their  conduct. 

"  Great  and  signal  Triumph  over  Methodism,  and  the  total  Destruction 
of  the  Chapel. 

Bridge-Town.  Tuesday,  Oct.  21,  1823. 

"  The  inhabitants  of  this  Island  are  respectfully  informed,  that,  in 
consequence  of  the  unmerited  and  unprovoked  attacks  which  have  re- 
peatedly been  made  upon  the  community  by  the  Methodist  Missionaries 
(otherwise  known  as  agents  to  the  villainous  African  Society),  a 
party  of  respectable  gentlemen  formed  the  resolution  of  closing  the  Me- 
thodist concern  altogether ;  with  this  view  they  commenced  labours  on 
Sunday  evening,  and  they  have  the  greatest  satisfaction  of  announcing 
that  by  12  o'clock  last  night  they  efFecetd  the  total  destruction  of  the 
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chapel :  to  this  information  they  have  to  add.  that  the  Missionary  made 
his  escape  yesterday  afternoon,  in  a  small  vessel,  for  St.  Vincent, 
thereby  avoidinf^  that  expression  of  public  feeling  towards  him,  per- 
sonally, which  he  so  richly  descrv'ed." 

'*  It  is  hoped  that,  as  this  information  will  be  circulated  throughout 
the  different  islands  and  colonics,  all  persons  who  consider  themselves 
true  lovers  of  religion  will  follow  the  laudable  exami)le  of  the 
Barbadians,  in  putting  an  end  to  Methodism  jind  Methodist  chapels 
throughout  the  West-Indies." 

Q.  What  must  be  the  state  of  public  opinion  where 

.such  persons   can  challenge  for  themselves   the  title  of 

respectable  gentlemen  ? 

A.  Something  different  from  that  which  exists  in  England  where 
they  would  be  designated  felonious  rioters. 

Q.  What  treatment  would  the  conduct  of  these  respec- 
table gentlemen  have  entitled  them  to  in  England  ? 

A.  Transportation,  ou  suspension  per  col. 

Q.  Are  there  other  proofs  of  the  hostility  of  West- 
Indian  planters,  and  their  system,  to  Christian  ministers 
and  their  labours?  ^v^****!!;! 

A.  Yes  :  their  treatment  to  Mr.  Austin,  a  pious  clergj'man  of  the 
Church  of  England,  and  latterly  the  friend  of  Mr.  Smith  at  Demcrara; 
on  which  account  he  was  furiously  persecuted  and  expelled  the  colony  ; 
also  their  treatment  of  Mr.  Cooper.  Some  valuable  facts  and  obser- 
vations in  proof  that  the  system  of  Slavery  is  hostile  to  Christianitj-, 
and  counteracts  the  efforts  of  the  best  intentioned  clerg}'men,  are  con- 
tained in  Mr.  Bickell's  work,  which  represents  the  excessive  labour. 
Sunday  markets,  public  punishments  in  the  markets,  neglect  of  marriage 
and  decided  hostility  of  the  planters,  as  opposing  insurmountable  obsta- 
cles to  the  religious  education  of  slaves. 

Q.  Could  any  of  the  articles  imported  from  the  West- 
Indies  be  obtained  more  advantageously  from  any  other 
British  colony? 

A.  Yes :  Sugar  could  be  obtained  from  the  East-Indies  so  much 
6heaper  as  to  supplant  that  of  the  West ;  coffee  is  also  obtainable  at 
Mocha,  and  of  a  very  superior  description  ;  but  Mocha  not  being  a 
British  colony,  its  coffee  is  much  more  expensive  than  West  India 
coffee 

Q.  Why  is  sugar  not  imported  from  the  East  Indies  ?- 

A.  Because  the  British  government,  in  order  to  favor  the  West-Indies, 
has  imposed  a  much  higher  duty  on  East  Indian  sugar,  amounting  al- 
most to  a  prohibition;  notwithstanding  which,  a  small  quantity  of  it 
has  been  annually  im})orted.  The  importation  will  probably  be  increas- 
ed, in  consequence  of  a  decided  preference  now  given  to  it  by  the 
friends  of  abolition. 
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Q.  In  what  light  is  the  higher  duty  which  is  laid  on 
East-Indian  sugar  viewed  by  the  people  of  Great  Britain, 
and  what  is  the  amount  of  it  ? 

A.  It  is  viewed  in  the  light  of  a  premium  for  slavery,  which  they 
are  compelled,  though  leluctantly,  to  pay.  Its  amount  is  10s.  per  cwt. 
imposed  on  sugar,  the  produce  of  the  British  dominions  in  the  East 
Indies,  above  what  is  paid  on  West  Indian  sugar.  There  is  also  a 
bounty  paid  on  the  exportation  of  refined  sugar,  which  raises  the 
price  ,of  all  sugar  in  the  market,  at  least  6s.  per  cwt.  more  :  the 
amount  of  the  duty  and  the  bounty  are  both,  in  fact,  drawn  out  of  the 
pockets  of  the  nation,  and  operates  as  a  tax  collected  for  the  support  of 
the  West  Indian  system. 

Q.  How  would  the  equalization  of  the  duties  operate? 

A.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  it  would  occasion  an  increased  impor- 
tation of  sugar  from  the  East  Indies,  or  from  some  other  country  where 
it  could  be  obtained  cheaper  than  in  the  West  Indies.  Such  a  measure 
would  also  occasion  a  corresponding  exportation  of  British  produce  or 
manufactures  to  that  country,  and  thus  secure  the  interests  of  British 
commerce,  although  in  other  directions. 

Q.  In  that  case,  what  would  become  of  the  maritime 
interests  of  Great  Britain  ? 

A.  Ships  and  sailors  being  still  necessary  for  the  conveyance  of  the 
sugar,  they  would  continue  to  be  employed,  and  the  maritime  interests 
of  Great  Britain  would  suiFer  no  loss,  but  would  gain  in  exact  propor- 
tion as  the  length  of  the  voyage  might  be  increased. 

Q  What  benefit  would  the  British  public  derive  from 
such  a  change  ? 

A.  They  would  have  the  article  of  sugar  cheaper  by  a  sum  computed 
at  nearly  £2,000,000  per  annum,  which  would  be  a  saving  to  them, 
they  being  the  consumers,  equal  to  the  repealing  of  a  tax  to  that 
amount.  They  would  also  be  relieved  from  the  painful  alternative  of 
either  consuming  the  produce  of  slave-labor^  or  of  dispensing  with  an  arti- 
cle now  become,  from  habit,  a  necessary  of  life. 

Q.  By  what  specific  considerations  is  the  interference 
of  Great  Britain  with  the  domestic  affairs  of  her  West- 
Indian  colonies  warranted  at  the  present  time  ? 

A.  First,  by  political  considerations :  Great  Britain  has  a  right  to 
reform  that  in  their  conduct  which  makes  them  unnecessarily  bmthen- 
some  to  her  in  time  of  peace,  and  an  encumbrance  in  time  of 
war.-  Secondly,  by  commercial  -considerations  :  she  has  a  right  to 
refuse  a  preference  to  their  slave-manufactured  produce,  seeing  that, 
while  it  is  more  costly  than  other  similar  produce,  there  is  no  better 
reason  for  their  requiring  such  preference,  than  that  the  produce  being 
slave-manufactured,  is,  therefore,  more  expensive ;  and  that  the  West 
Indians,  by  refusing  to  abolish  slavery,  hold  out  no  prospect  of  being 
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iible  to  supply  it  cheaper.  Great  Britain  is  warranted,  uiuler  such 
circumstiinces,  h\  opening  her  market:*  on  equal  terms  to  similar  pro- 
duce from  her  other  colonies.  Thirdly,  on  monJ  consideration.-s : 
the  sy^jtera  of  t^lavery  being  depraved  and  contaminating,  contra 
bonos  mores,  the  King  and  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  as  tlio 
guardians  of  the  public  morals  throughout  the  empire,  are  bound  to 
remove  the  nuisance.  Policy,  equity,  morality,  and  the  necessity  of 
the  case,  all  concur  fully  to  warnuit  the  interference  of  Great  Britain 
■with  the  internal  government  of  her  West  Indian  colonies. 

Q.  Have  not  the  colonists  said,  "Great  Britain  liad 
better  mind  lier  own  aftairs  (Ireland  in  particular,)  tlian 
interfere  with  them  ?" 

A.  They  have  said  so  ;  but  it  has  been  clearly  shewn  that  their  re- 
formation is  the  proj)er  concern  of  the  British  Government,  and  that 
Britons  have  a  great  interest  in  effecting  it. 

Q.  By  what  method  can  the  authority  of  the  Bri^isli 
Government  interpose  to  benefit  the  slaves  in  the  West- 
Indies.'' 

A.  By  a  royal  commission,  sanctioned  by  Parliament,  and  armed  with 
full  powers  to  re-model  their  governments  and  laws,  so  as  to  admit 
their  slaves  to  the  present  possession  of  civil  rights  ;  also  to  appoint  new 
functionaries,  where  necessarj',  and  by  other  measures  to  insure,  at  no 
very  distant  period,  the  entire  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  British  West 
Indian  Colonies. 

Q.  Have  any  plans  been  suggested  for  the  total  abolition 
of  slavery? 

A.    Yes. 

Q.  Upon  what  principle  has  immediate  unqualified 
abolition  been  proposed  ? 

A.  Upon  the  broad  princi])le  of  substantial  justice.  The  slaves  are 
considered  by  its  advocates  in  the  light  of  stolen  property,  the  posses- 
sion of  which  time  cannot  legalize  ;  but  which  it  is  at  all  times  incum- 
bent, equally  on  the  thief  or  the  receiver,  to  restore — not  as  a  matter 
of  favor,  but  as  a  matter  of  right,  and  expression  of  sincere  repentance, 
according  to  the  rule  laid  down  in  the  sacred  Scriptures. 

Q.  To  the  objection  to  immediate  abolition,  what 
answer. has  been  given  ? 

A.  It  has  been  admitted  that  the  generality  of  the  slaves  in  the  West 
Indies  are  uncivilized  and  ignorant, (for  which  their  owners  are  most  justly 
blamablc,  having  had  abundant  means  for  imjjroving  the  morals  of  their 
slaves).  But  it  is  contended,  in  defence  of  immediate  abolition,  that 
the  importation  of  personal  immunities  and  legal  rights  to  slaves  would 
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carry  with  it,  of  necessity,  legal  restraints  on  their  actions  ;  that  slaves 
who  can  comprehend  the  wishes  and  will  of  their  own  masters,  could 
also  understand  their  responsibility  to  the  laws  of  the  community,  of 
which  they  formed  a  part ;  and  that,  in  point  of  fact,  emancipated 
slaves  had  never  shewn  any  disability  to  sustain  or  fulfil  the  relations 
of  social  or  domestic  life.  It  is  also  contended  that  free  Africans  are 
often  very  laborious  in  their  habits ;  that  on  the  other  hand  many  labor- 
ers, natives  of  European  countries,  are  extremely  ignorant,  but  fully 
capable  of  understanding  that  very  simple  proposition,  "  he  that  will 
not  work  neither  shall  he  eat ;"  that  there  is  not  the  least  reason  for 
supposing  a  negro  less  capable  than  a  European  of  understanding  such 
a  proposition,  and  of  governing  himself  accordingly ;  that  in  every 
community  there  will  be  some  persons  dead  to  all  motives  to  virtuous 
exertion,  and  that  even  in  such  cases  the  sanction  and  protection  of 
equal  laws  give  to  necessary  punishment  a  justification  in  the  consci- 
ences of  the  sufferers,  which  it  would  not  otherwise  possess. 

Q.  In  what  way  do  the  West-Indians  account  for  their 
want  of  prosperity  ? 

The  following  extracts  from  a  report  of  the  House  of  Assembly  of 
Jamaica,  dated  23d  November,  1804,  which  has  been  laid  on  the  table 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  exhibit  a  correct  view  of  their  mode  of 
reasoning  on  the  subject,  and  show  clearly  to  a  candid  reader,  that 
"property  in  slaves"  is  a  sort  of  millstone  round  the  West  Indian  com- 
merce, although  West  Indians  will  not  confess  or  discern  it.  After 
adverting  to  the  abolition  of  slavery,  as  the  most  fearful  of  calamities, 
they  say,  "  an  abolition  is  not  the  sole  means  by  which  the  West  India 
Islands  may  be  ruined  ;  the  same  object  may  be  obtained  as  completely, 
although  with  somewhat  less  rapidity,  hy  encouraging  the  cultivation  of 
sugar  in  the  East  Indies,  where  the  fertility  of  the  soil,  the  facility  of 
irrigation,  the,  ease  with  which  commodities  are  transported  by  means 
of  an  extensive  inland  navigation,  the  abundance  of  provisions,  the  cheap- 
ness of  labor,  and  the  structure  of  society  give  advantages  which  nature 
has  denied  to  these  islands,  and  where  the  cultivator  is  exempt  from  the 
restrictions  which  bear  heaviest  on  our  agriculture,  and  will  operate 
as  a  positive  and  immense  bounty  to  our  rivals." 

And  in  a  report  of  the  same  Assembly,  dated  the  13th  November, 
1807,  reference  is  made  to  "the  melancholy  fact,"  that  the  gradual 
depreciation  of  sugar  had,  at  last,  operated,  "not  only  to  deprive  the 
planter,  generally  speaking,  of  any  interest  on  his  capital,  but  to  oblige 
him,  if  he  continue  to  cultivate  the  sugar-cane,  to  do  it  at  a  considerable 
actual  loss."  This,  however,  is  not  all:  the  planter  must  maintain 
himself  and  his  family,  and  he  ought,  at  least,  to  pay  the  interest  of  his 
debts."  "  Instead  of  being  inriched  by  his  labours,"  the  planter  is  des- 
cribed as  actually  "  considerably  impoverished  by  it." 

The  Report  then  proceeds  to  state  that,  when  the  average-price  of 
sugar,  exclusive  of  duty,  is  455.  per  cwt.  the  planter  will  have  an 
interest  of  2^  per  cent,  on  his  capital ;  whwi  it  is  52s.  6rf.  per  cwt,  A^/j 
per  cent.;  when  it  is  605.  per  cwt.  7  per  cfot.;  and  when  it  is  70^.  3rf. 
per  cwt.   he  will  have   10  per  cent,  on  hjl  capital  ;  and  the  framers  of 
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terposes  in  the  way  of  abolition  is  augmented  ;  and  generally  to  oppose 
all  schemes  which  are  calculated  to  strengthen  the  hands  of  the  uphold- 
ers of  the  West-Indian  system  and  render  them  independent  of  public 
opinion ;  but  to  favour  all  projects  of  an  opposite  description,  and  upon 
all  occasions  diligently  to  circulate  useful  information  relative  to  the 
subject, 

"  Let  me,  in  conclusion,  address  myself  not  only  to  my  coimtrymen  at 
large,  but  to  such  distinct  descriptions  among  them,  as  may  be  influenced 
by  particular  considerations  not  felt  by  all. 

"  To  you,  friends  of  universal  freedom,  who  glory  in  the  appellation  of 
Whigs,  and  regard  all  absolute  authority,  civil  or  political,  with  pre- 
eminent suspicion  and  dislike  ;  to  you  in  whose  eyes  even  the  liberties 
of  Englishmen  are  not  perfect,  or  require  at  least  additional  securities  ; 
to  you  my  first  invocation  shall  be  made.  What  a  reproach  would  it  be 
to  your  principles,  if  you  should  not  be  among  the  foremost  in  endea- 
vouring to  relax  the  heavy  and  degrading  yoke  of  private  Slavery  in  our 
colonies  ?  What,  in  comparison  with  that,  is  political  thraldom,  even 
to  a  foreign  power ;  or  what  are  civil  and  military  despotisms,  in  the 
worst  forms  of  fthem  known  in  Europe  ?  In  what  region,  and  in  what 
age,  was  grosser  violation  ever  done  to  the  natural  rights  of  man  ? 

"To  you  whom  your  opponents  designate  by  thel  ess  popular  name  of 
Tories,  I  would  next  appeal.  The  Slave-masters  strive  to  enlist  your 
honest  prepossessions  on  their  side.  They  would  persuade  you  that 
their  cause  is  that  of  loyalty  against  disaffection,  and  established 
government  against  democratical  innovation.  Not  so  thought  your 
Johnsons  and  your  Humes,  your  Gibbons  and  your  Horsleys ;  not  so 
your  Pitts  and  Grenvilles,  nor  your  virtuous  and  lamented  Percival. 
The  very  reverse  is  the  truth.  It  is  the  nature  of  the  Slave  system  ito 
make  the  masters  contentious,  turbulent,  and  impatient  of  all  authority 
but  their  own  (as  Burke,  though  in  more  softened  language,  has 
remarked).  You  found  it  to  your  cost  in  America;  and  you  find  it  now 
in  the  West  Indies,  Ask  your  Ministers  who  have  presided  in  the 
Colonial  department,  in  what  part  of  the  empire  His  Majesty's  subjects 
are  the  hardest  to  govern  and  to  please  ;  and  where  they  have  always 
been  the  most  annoyed  with  turbulent  opposition  to  the  constituted 
powers,  conducted  with  factious  violence ;  and  I  am  sure  the  answer 
will  be, — in  the  West  Indies, 

"  Servants  of  God,  of  every  description,  my  last  and  surest  appeal  is 
made  to  you.  Of  whatever  faith  you  are.  Churchmen,  Dissenters, 
Catholics,  Theists  of  every  kind ;  if  you  believe  that  there  is  a  God, 
the  common  Parent  of  the  human  race,  who  delights  in  justice  and 
mercy,  behold  a  cause  that  demands  your  strenuous  support.  The 
Slave-masters  would  craftily  divide  you.  They  would  avail  themselves 
of  your  theological  differences ;  and  especially  would  persuade  you,  if 
they  could,  that  those  who  earnestly  maintain  this  cause  of  God  and 
man,  are  all  fanatics  and  enthusiasts.  But  what  creed  will  be  found  to 
countenance  a  system  like  theirs,  when  its  true  nature  is  developed  ? 
Even  the  Mahometan  faith  proscribes  it,  though  in  a  much  milder  form, 
except  as  a  scourge  for  unbelievers. 


in 

"Dismiss  the  idle  hope  that  Slavery  will  ever  be  abolished,  or  mate- 
rially alleviated,  by  the  will  of  the  masters,  or  by  the  laws  of  West 
Indian  loj^islators. 

"  Ueject  the  insidious  suggestions  that  your  interference  is  needless; 
and  that  it  implies  distrust  of  our  Ministers.  I  have  shown  that  with- 
out the  aid  of  the  popular  voice  their  good  intentions  must  be  fruitless, 
'llie  Government,  tuid  the  Parliiunent  itself,  are  in  thraldom  to  the 
dominating  influence  of  our  too  powerful  enemies. 

"  But  should  we  suspect,  or  know,  their  wishes  to  be  adverse  to  ours, 
our  duties  as  men,  as  Englishmen,  and  as  Christians,  would  remain  the 
same.  We  should  be  unworthy  of  all  those  appellations,  and  deserve 
to  forfeit  the  privileges  that  belong  to  tliera.  if,  knowing  our  country  to 
be  the  abettor  and  upholder  of  gross  injustice  and  oppression,  we  should 
from  complaisance  to  any  men,  or  any  party,  decline  to  exercise  our 
constitutional  rights  on  the  side  of  the  injured  and  oppressed."* 

Tell  those  who  would  paralyze  your  exertions  in  this  righteous  cause 
by  anticipations  of  danger,  or  considerations  of  national  policy, — that, 
whatever  is  a  moral  duty,  can  never,  ultimately,  be  a  political  evil. — 
that  to  do  evil,  that  good  may  come — or  to  avoid  doing  good,  lest  evil 
should  come,  is  as  crooked  a  doctrine  in  Politics  as  it  is  in  Divinity  ; 
and  if  a  Heatheu  could  exclaim  "  Jiat  Justitia  mat  Coelum"  well  may 
the  Christian  adopt  similar  language,  with  his  clearer  views,  and 
stronger  confidence  in  the  superintendance  and  protection  of  a  Power  as 
Omnipotent  as  Just ! 

Come  forward,  then  we  beseech  you,  as  men — and  as  christians  ; — 
temperately,  but  fearlessly, — constitutionally,  but  decidedly — in  the  sup- 
port of  every  legitimate  measure  for  the  utter  abolition  of  "  a  System 
which  no  prospect  of  private  gain — no  consideration  of  public  advantage 
— no  plea  of  political  expediency — can  sufficiently  justify  or  excuse  :  — 
thus  will  you  extend  the  blessings  of  Liberty  to  Hundreds  of  Thousands 
of  your  fellow-creatures — hold  up  to  an  enlightened  world  a  glorious 
and  merciful  example, — and  stand  among  the  foremost  in  the 
defence  of  the  violated  rights  of  Human  Nature." 

•  "Address  to  the  Electors  aoJ  People  of  the  United  Kingdom,"  by  James 
Stephen,  Eaq. 
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